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Bush Girds for War in Solitude
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Aides Say Bush Girds for War in Solitude, but Not in Doubt

While Iraq weighs on him heavily, they say, a president who sees the world as

a biblical struggle of good versus evil has never expressed any misgivings, or

personal vulnerabilities, about going to war against Saddam Hussein.

The president™s appearance of calm in the face of enormous international

opposition towar in Iraqg, aides say, is driven by two forces: Mr. Bush"s unequivocal

belief that Mr. Hussein is a grave threat to the United States, and his constant

worry that there will be another Sept. 11 on his watch.

"He"s worried about another attack every morning that he walks into the Oval
Office,” Mr. Card said. Mr. Bush®"s concern is in large part fueled by the first
thing he reads every day, the "threat assessment,” a compilation of what United
States intelligence and law enforcement agencies pick up about potential terrorist
activity. Some of it is reliable, much of it is not, but aides call it frightening.

For the president it is a powerful motivating force.
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Yesteryear's glory stocks have fallen precipitously. On March 10, 2000 Microsoft
traded at $101; Friday it closed at $23.56, down 77%. Cisco traded at $136.38, but
sits now at $13.24, down 90%. Intel traded at $120.19, and has since plunged 87% to
$16.01.



have a nice week
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